
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



42 



THE MUSICAL TIMES. 



days. Music was very expensive, and jealousies 
arose in the breasts of those who thought them- 
selves outshone by a neighbour's grander mu- 
sical party. We also lost the services of our 
principal bass singer, a very modest young 
fellow; who with, perhaps, a proper pride, 
would not come and partake of hospitality which 
his means would not allow him honestly to re- 
turn. In short, music came to be considered 
as a most dangerous amusement, and was about 
to fall into general contempt. 

Here was a sad end to all my hopes of knowing 
more of Haydn and Mozart's masses ; oratorios 
and cantatas were no more possible ; and even 
Beethoven's sonatas were seldom to be heard. 
I felt myself as partly to blame for the wrong 
direction I had given in the onset to musical 
matters, by associating my simple friend music 
with such dangerous companions as late 

HOURS, LARGE PARTIES, and GRAND SUPPERS, 

and I determined to make an effort to place 
music in fitter company. I elected mvself 
Honorary Secretary (pro. tern.) to a society 
which I projected in the beginning of last 
winter, and made a set of rules which induced all 
my musical friends to join me, and which have 
served to keep us together ever since. I shall 
give you an outline of them : — 

"The society shall consist only of members 
who are willing and able to take a part in the 
music performed. The meetings to be held 
alternately at each member's private residence. 
Music to begin at half-past seven o'clock ; at 
nine o'clock tea and coffee will be provided by 
the member at whose house the society meets ; 
music will be resumed at half-past nine, and no 
movement is to be commenced after half-past 
ten o'clock." 

There is rather a stringent rule agreed to 
against a member giving a general party on the 
evening of meeting, or any entertainment beyond 
what is allowed by the rule ; and as our society 
consisted of only five families last winter, it 
came but seldom to the turn of each to enter- 
tain, although we met once a week ; and when 
the meetings did occur, there was scarcely any 
disturbance to the usual habits of the family. 
We are able, by our moderation in other matters, 
to have a very good supply of new works for 



performance, at a very small individual sub- 
scription ; and our only other expenee is to the 
clever resident Professor, who presides at the 
pianoforte, and he is merely paid the amount be 
would receive for giving lessons of the same 
duration of time, and he is pleased to say that he 
finds his time much more pleasantly spent. 

Our society has been so much to the taste of 
both young and old folk, that we have began this 
autumn with new vigour; and several persons 
who are anxious to join us are diligently working 
at music to qualify themselves for admission. 

In most towns in England something similar 
could be established ; and I have enjoyed so 
many pleasant evenings during the last winter, 
with nothing to regret the next morning, that 
I wish others to see how easily it may be 
accomplished. 

Should you be able to find a place for my 
communication (although I fear it is somewhat 
lengthy), and I should continue in my present 
honorary and honorable post, you may, perhaps, 
hear further from your well-wisher, 

An Honorary Secretary. 



ISritf Chronicle of the last iHonth. 

Eastern Harmonic Society, Commercial Road, 
Monmouthshire, Breacon. — The public performance 
of this spirited amateur society, was given in the 
presence of a very large audience, which completely 
filled the large room at the Eastern Institution, on the 
19th of October. The result of the many careful 
weekly rehearsals was very evident in the improved 
precision with which the 1 difficult choruses in Mozart's 
12th Mass, and a selection of Judas MaecaJxeus, were 
executed. With the exception of Miss Sabilla Novello, 
Miss Felton, Messrs. Lockey and Novello — who sang 
the solo parts — we understood the music was wholly 
performed by amateurs, including the conductor, 
Mr. Davis. The society is doing much to introduce 
good music in the neighbourhood ; and, on the late 
occasion, the attention of the audience might have 
served as a lesson to much more pretentious assemblies. 

Lozell's Choral Society. — The first concert of 
this amateur society, was given at the Institution Room, 
Villa Street, under the direction of Mr. J. A. Baker, of 
Birmingham. The programme consisted of an excellent 
selection from the best authors, including " Grant us 
thy peace," (Mendelssohn); "Quod quod in orbe," 
(Hummel); and the "Benedictus," from the Requiem 
(Mozart). The interest of the performance was much 
increased by the book of the words containing a short 
biographical account of each author whose music was 
performed. 
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BRIEF CHRONICLE (Continued), 
Berkshire Triennial Musical Festival. — The 
thirteenth celebration of this important musical meeting 
took place in the Town Hall, Reading, on Tuesday last. 
Very few among us can remember the first bold 
attempt — and bold it must have been fifty years ago — 
to establish a Musical Festival in Reading ; bvit from 
our own experience we doubt whether any of the long 
series was ushered in by greater excitement, or caused 
a warmer personal feeling of interest for the success of 
the highly respectable and talented family with whose 
name the Berkshire Musical Festival has been identified 
ever since its commencement. Indeed we regard it 
as a striking proof of the high estimation in which 
Mr. Binfield and his family are held that the Festival is 
still so warmly patronised by the aristocracy of the coun- 
ty, and that he is still encouraged to provide, as was his 
venerated father, the best available talent in England, 
regardless of the cost, and giving to personal remu- 
neration a very secondary consideration. It has always 
been a distinguishing mark of this Festival that the 
music selected is of a high and classical character. 
The morning's performance of Tuesday was announced 
to consist of Handel's Judas Maccabasus, an oratorio 
composed in little more than a month, and in celebration 
of a great national event — the preservation of the throne 
to the house of Hanover by the victory of Culloden. 
The morning was most unpropitious ; but the streets, 
however, presented an animated appearance. From 
the imposing array of patrons whose names adorned 
the programme, it may be supposed the majority of the 
audience, consisting of 650 persons, was composed of 
the principal county families. Altogether the hall pre- 
sented a very brilliant appearance. The principal per- 
formers were Madame Castellan, Miss Sabilla Novello, 
Miss Dolby, Messrs. Genge, Lockey, A. Novello, 
and Henry Phillips, with an effective chorus, and 
well-selected orchestra. In the evening there was 
an excellent miscellaneous concert by the same per- 
formers, in which Miss Susan Havell made a most 
successful debut as a pianist in a concerto of 
Mendelssohn. In concluding our notice, we cannot 
but congratulate our respected neighbour, Mr. Binfield, 
on the brilliant success which, professionally speaking, 
crowned his exertions. As a Berkshire Musical Festival 
he has reason to be justly proud of maintaining its high 
character before the public, and still more so in the 
consciousness that the talent of his own family so largely 
contributed to that desirable result. When we see him 
ably conducting, with the quiet decision and steadiness 
of a veteran leader, such an orchestra, and such perform- 
ances, and around him four near relatives, each of them 
either already possessing a high reputation, or rapidly 
acquiring it, we think Mr. Binfield has reason to claim 
the support of a Berkshire public, and to refer with 
gratification to the native talent which he can bring 
to the arduous task. — Abridged from the Berkshire 
Chronicle, October 10S/i. 

A Concise Explanation of the Church Modes. — 
The object of this work is to exhibit the primitive forms 
and seats of the gamuts in which the ritual music of the 
Church is composed, and to point out some of the 
changes made therein since the end of the tenth century. 
It is illustrated with examples of the melodies, and 
contains an explanation of the harmonies and modula- 
tions peculiar to these ancient gamuts, of which th 
major and minor scales of the present day are the only 
two retained. The author, Mr. C. C. Spencer, shows a 



thorough knowledge of his subject, and has produced 
an interesting as well as valuable work, which we have 
no doubt will be read with pleasure by all students who 
pursue their studies con amore. We believe that it is 
the only work of its kind in the English language. — 
Worcester Chronicle. 

Oldham Choral Society. — We are glad to find by 
the Manchester Courier, of the 10th of October, that 
this society is progressing favourably, under the direction 
of Mr. J. Winterbottom. It says of their late concert, 
— "The programme was well arranged, and the 
choruses were well got up. We congratulate the 
musical inhabitants of Oldham on their possession of 
a most excellent choral society, and we are glad to find 
that they still uphold their ancient charter of fostering 
' Lancashire chorus singers.' Praise is due to the 
choral body — praise is due to the public ; and we 
heartily join them in their standing toast, ' Third, fifth, 
and eighth.' " The society was established in 1842, 
and meets in the school room for practice. It is a great 
improvement upon some of the musical clubs in the 
neighbourhood, where two-thirds of their money is 
spent in liquor, instead of in music, as it should be. 

Cheap Musical Classics. — These classics, now in 
course of publication, already contain numerous works 
of standard excellence by Spohr, Romberg, Mo2art, 
Haydn, Beethoven, and Mendelssohn. Each number 
contains a complete work, engraved in a clear and bold 
style, being equally useful to the organist, where 
economy is a consideration, as to the singer, or as a 
hand-book for the frequenters of our festivals. The first 
numbers issued were the masses of Mozart and Haydn, 
compositions so beautiful and of such variety of style, 
that no musical library with any pretension to complete- 
ness should be without them, since the cheapness of 
this new edition has placed the whole collection within 
the reach of the most moderate means. In the numbers 
received we notice " The Last Judgement," and Mozart's 
celebrated Requiem with the original words, and with 
English adaptation. The editor, Mr. Vincent Novello, 
has marked the time of each movement by the 
metronome, which is a considerable advantage to the 
amateur performer. — Worcester Chronicle. 

Pontypool. — Mr. Waistfield, of Usk, has just given 
a second demonstration of the abilities of his class, 
at Pontypool, taught on the Hullah System, in the 
presence of a numerous audience. The pieces were 
executed much to the credit of the class. It is the 
intention of the members to form themselves into a 
Madrigal Society. 

Paris. — A Requiem Mass by Mr. Zimmermann has 
been lately rehearsed at the Church of St. Eustache, and 
is spoken of by the French critics with much favor. 

At the rehearsal of the Sacred Harmonic Society, on 
Tuesday evening-, a letter to the committee, from 
Dr. F. Mendelssohn Bartholdy was read, which gave them 
pel-mission to perform his oratorio Elijah. It stated, that 
if possible, the Doctor will come to England in April next, 
in time to conduct its first performance. 

The Madrigal Society. — This harmonious asso- 
ciation, which was established one hundred and five years 
ago, held its first monthly meeting of the season on 
Thursday week, at the Freemasons' Tavern, Sir Andrew 
Barnard in the chair. Several fine compositions by the 
old masters were well sung by a choir of between thirty 
and forty voices, including the young gentlemen of 
| Westminster Abbey, under the direction of Mr. Turle. 



